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FOREWARD 

The two most pressing man animal conflict situations in Kashmir landscape today 

involve Black/Brown Bears and leopards. They cause maximum attacks, human injuries and 
deaths besides damage to standing crop and livestock. Conservation of wildlife thus is facing 

a severe challenge due to public perception and hostility due to these attacks. Jammu and 
Kashmir is home to both the Black and Brown Bears and these along with leopards have held 
the Union Territory in a veritable state of terror for decades now. Although conflict is not a 
new phenomenonin the world, and in Kashmir too, there is historical evidence to show that 
it is an old phenomenon, it has certainly escalated greatly in the past few years. This is due to 

change in forest cover, change in land-use practices, change in livelihood options practiced by 
the local populace, decrease in wild prey/natural food, illegal hunting and over exploitation 
of the resources by villagers, change in behaviour of these animals and easy access to food in 

the fringes. Statistics clearly showa rise in incidences of such conflicts. 
Any long-term solution of such conflict is bound to be multi-disciplinary and should 

deal in equal measure with animal biology and human attitudes as well. It should also 

provide succour to the victims of such attacks as quickly and efficiently as possible. Finally 
land use needs to be addressed. If these steps are not taken and attention is focused only on 
the problem animal then it is likely that the solution is temporary and that the problem will 
recur in another place at another time. 

The Wildlife SOS has been working in Kashmir on such conflicts for many years now. 

Recently in consultation with the Department of Wildlife Protection has initiated a research- 
based study in Thajwas landscape to look into the causes of the increase in Human Bear 
interactions and has tried to work out an insight in order to suggest site specific mitigative 
measures both on short-and long-term basis. 

The team has successfully conducted an extensive survey in the area in a very short

span of time, using camera traps as well as adopting to occupancy model by interviewing 
cross sections of people like herders, hoteliers, civil society, and other stake holding 
departments and has therefore, been successful in making a spatial assessment of the causes 
of such increase in Human-Brown Bear interactions. The density of brown bears has been 
assessed by the team using the camera trapping method with Random Encounter Model 
(REM) and feeding behaviourand seasonal changes in the diet has also been studied based 
on scat analysis. The study is helpful in determining people's perceptions believing in 

conservation through coexistence. Based on these findings a set of results and 
recommendations have been produced in the form of this report. 

I am sure that the report will be extremely useful to foresters, wildlife managers, 
policy makers, academicians, researchers and local commupities in dealing with the complex 
issue of human- bear conflicts in the UT of Jammu & Kashmir. 






























































































































































